124.   THE EVILS OF SMOKING

The Government of South Australia has noticed that smoking, be-
sides consuming a lot of money, badly undermines the health of the
people. More harm is done by cigarettes than by cigars, for the former, being
smaller and cheaper, are consumed in excess. The Government therefore pro-
pose to introduce a Bill prohibiting the manufacture and sale of cigarettes.
The evil habit of smoking cigarettes has nowadays become very wide-
spread among us, both young and old. This is sheer imitation of the
English, Formerly, people were no doubt in the habit of smoking bidis
or country cigarettes, but they used to keep it within limits. They felt
ashamed of smoking any and everywhere. They did it at specific times
and that, too, in privacy. It was considered lack of decency to smoke
publicly in the streets at all hours of the day, and people rarely smok-
ed outside their homes. Hence the saying about tobacco, that it spoils
"a corner [in the house] of one who chews it, the whole house of one who
smokes it, and the clothes of one who sniffs it53. But the English to-
day never mind smoking anywhere and everywhere, and we too are
copying them. When the people in a country like South Australia have
begun to realise the harm done by smoking, we also, we hope, will learn
a lesson and come to some decision in the matter.
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125.   RAJA SIR T. MADHAV RAO
Sir T. Madhav Rao was born in  1828 in the city  of Kumba-
konam1.   His father, Shri R. Langa Rao,   had been   the   Dewan   of
Travancore, and his uncle, Rai R. Venkat Rao, had been the Dewan as
well as Revenue Commissioner of Travancore,   Sir  Madhav  Rao  had
. spent his childhood and received his education in Madras.   He studied
'at Presidency College [Madras] under Mr. Powell. Madhav Rao was a
hard-working student, and was proficient in Mathematics and Science.
He had learnt astronomy while  sitting on the  stairs  of Mr. Powell's
house, and he made a microscope and a telescope from bamboo with
his own hands.
Unwilling to part with such an intelligent student, Mr. Powell
appointed him Professor of Mathematics and Physics under himself.
Later, Madhav Rao got a good post in the office of the Accountant-
General, and after some time, on being invited to work as a tutor to the
princes of Travancore, he accepted the offer. This was how he entered,
1 In Madras State